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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: DETENTION OF BERNARDUS PETRUS 
REF: PRETORIA 6724 

1 . SUMMARY: A SOUTH WEST AFRICAN JUDGE HAS DISMISSED AN 
APPLICATION FOR AN ORDER RESTRAINING THE POLICE FROM 
ASSAULTING SWAPO MEMBER BERNARDUS PETRUS, WHO IS BEING 
HELD UNDER THE TERRORISM ACT. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON DECEMBER 12, THE FATHER OF BERNARDUS PETRUS, THE 
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SWAPO YOUTH LEAGUE MEMBER HELD UNDER THE TERRORISM ACT SINCE 

DECEMBER 6, BROUGHT AN URGENT APPLICATION BEFORE THE 

SUPREME COURT IN WINDHOEK FOR AN ORDER RESTRAINING THE 

SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE FROM ASSAULTING HIS SON. THE 

ACTION, WHICH WAS BROUGHT AGAINST MINISTER OF POLICE 

JIMMY KRUGER AND THE CHIEF OF SECURITY POLICE IN 

OVAMBO, COLONEL WILLEM SCHOON, ALLEGED THAT PETRUS THAD 
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ALREADY BEEN "MALTREATED AND ASSAULTED" AND WAS IN 
DANGER OF FURTHER MALTREATMENT AND ELECTRIC SHOCKS. 

IN SUPPORT OF THE APPLICATION, SENIOR COUNCIL DAVID 
SOGGOT PRODUCED OVER A HUNDRED PAGES OF AFFIDAVITS BY 
THIRTEEN DETAINNES WHO SAID THEY HAD BEEN TORTURED, 

IN MOST CASES WITH ELECTRIC SHOCKS, WHILE IN POLICE 
CUSTODY. ALSO INCLUDED WAS AN AFFIDAVIT FROM A DOCTOR 
STATING THAT INJURIES ON ONE OF THE DETAINEES WERE 
"CONSISTENT WITH THE ADMINISTRATION OF ELECTRIC SHOCKS." 
AN AFFIDAVIT BY SWAPO TREASURER TAUNO HATUIKULIPI, WHO 
WAS DETAINED WITH PETRUS AND LATER RELEASED, SAID THAT 
HE SAW PETRUS WHILE THEY WRE BOTH IN CUSTODY. HATUIKULIPI, 
IN HIS AFFIDAVIT, SAID "I WAS SHOCKED TO SEE HIS FACE. 

IT WAS SWOLLEN, ESPECIALLY ABOUT THE EYES, WHICH WERE 
PUFFY AND RED. IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT HE HAD BEEN ASSAULTED." 

3. THE STATE SUBMITTED AN AFFIDAVIT FROM COLONEL SCHOON 
WHO SAID HE SAW PETRUS SHORTLY AFTER THE ASSAULT WAS 
ALLEGED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE, BUT SAW NO SIGNS OF IT. 
SCHOON SAID PETRUS ASSURED HIM THAT HE WAS BEING WELL- 
TREATED. ALSO SUBMITTED WAS A STATEMENT BY A MAGISTRATE, 
F. PRETORIUS, SAYING THAT HE HAD VISITED PETRUS, WHO 
SHOWED NO SIGN OF INJURY AND HAD NO COMPLAINTS. DAVID 
SOGGOT, APPEARING FOR THE FAMILY, SAID PRETORIUS HAD 
SEEN PETRUS AGAIN AND NOW CLAIMED THAT HE HAD BEEN 
ASSAULTED. SINCE PETRUS IS BEING HELD UNDER THE 
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TERRORISM ACT HE COULD NOT BE CALLED TO TESTIFY. 

4. ON DECEMBER 13, JUSTICE HART DISMISSED THE 

PETRUS FAMILY APPLICATION ON GROUNDS THAT IT WAS NOT 
URGENT, AND ORDERED THEM TO PAY COURT COSTS. LEAVE 
TO APPEAL THE DECISION WAS DENIED. 

5. MEANWHILE, ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL STEYN, COMMENTING 
ON THE ARRESTS OF PETRUS, DAN TJONGARERO, AND NINE 
OTHERS, REPORTEDLY TOLD THE PRESS IN OVAMBO ON DECEMBER 
12: "THIS DID NOT TAKE PLACE AS THE RESULT OF MY 

ORDERS, AND, IN SPITE OF THE DETENTION, THE FREEDOM 
OF POLITICS AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS IS THE SAME TODAY 
AS IT WAS TWO OR THREE WEEKS AGO."BOWDLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DETENTION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PRETOR06885 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770468-0957 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771252/aaaabrts.tel 

Line Count: 108 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ef2c6d03-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PRETORIA 6724 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 224084 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA: DETENTION OF BERNARDUS PETRUS 
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, WA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ef2c6d03-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



